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WINTER, DECEMBER  2016 LANTERN 

Upcoming Events 
Sandwiches for UMOM Family Shelter 

Making – 12/17; Packing – 12/18 
Making – 1/14; Packing – 1/15 
Making – 2/18; Packing – 2/19 

 

Sat 12/3 @ 3pm – ECW Craft & Bake Sale 

Sun 12/4 @ 1pm La Danza a la Virgen Celebration 

Sun 12/4 @ 4pm Christmas Hymn Sing 

Sat 12/10 @ 3pm – Cello & Piano Recital 

Sun. 12/18@10:00am -Consecration Sunday , with    
      potluck to follow 

Mon 12/19 @ 6:30pm – Las Posadas 



ECW Annual Craft 

& Bake Sale 

EARLY CHIRSTMAS 

SHOPPING! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 

2016 

8:00AM  TO NOON 
Plenty of Parking, Corner of 103rd & Peoria Ave.  

Plus between Services on Sunday Dec. 4 



Vestry and Convention Delegate Nominations for 2017 
At our Annual Parish Meeting on January 29, 2017, we will elect three Vestry members, a new 
Junior Warden, and four Delegates to Diocesan Convention - as well as at least two alternates to 
convention.  Vestry terms are for 3 years.  Convention delegates are elected for the upcoming 
convention only and there are no restrictions on how soon one can attend again in subsequent 
years.  Diocesan Convention 2017 will take place earlier than usual – Friday and Saturday,  

Vestry and Convention Delegate Nominations for 2017 

At our Annual Parish Meeting on January 29, 2017, we will elect three Vestry members, a new 
Junior Warden, and four Delegates to  

Diocesan Convention - as well as at least two alternates to convention.  Vestry terms are for 3 
years.  Convention delegates are elected for the upcoming convention only and there are no re-
strictions on how soon one can attend again in subsequent years.  Diocesan  
Convention 2017 will take place earlier than usual – Friday and Saturday,  
September 29 and 30, 2017. 
At the Annual Parish Meeting, we will present a slate of Vestry and Convention Delegate nomi-
nees and alternates who represent a variety of gifts and perspectives from our parish. 

To be eligible to serve on Vestry, you must: 

1. Be a “communicant in good standing” of this Parish, aged 18 years 
or older; and a member of the Parish for at least six months. [Parish 
Bylaws] 

2. Communicant in Good Standing consists of all of the following 
[Canon 17 of The Episcopal Church]: 

a. Baptized with water in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

b. Confirmed or Received into The Episcopal Church. 

c. Received communion in The Episcopal Church at least three times 
in past year. 

d. Faithful for the previous year in regular corporate worship; and in working, praying and giving 
for the spread of the Kingdom of God. 

e. “Giving for the spread of the Kingdom…” is normally documented by being a regular “donor of 
record”. [Good practice] 

f. If having served on Vestry as an elected member, must be off Vestry for one full year before 
being eligible to serve again [Parish Bylaws and Diocesan Canons] 

Must not be a family member of a current or continuing Vestry member [Diocesan Policy] 
If you are interested in one these important roles at St. Christopher's, or know someone who is 
(please get their permission before you nominate them), please contact Chris Anako, Jane Mey-
ers or Gary Welsh (off-going Vestry members) or Al Franco (off-going Jr. Warden) as soon as 
possible. 

 

 



 

 

 

What’s Up with Our New Logo? 

The Welcome Ministry has been working with a graphic designer to develop a new logo 
for St. Christopher’s.  You see it now on our new business cards, the newsletter, the web 
site, and the Sunday bulletin.  Several of you have asked, “Why the lantern?”  Look 

around you and you’ll find it in two stained glass windows in the sanctuary, the south wall at the 
back of the church, and on our banner.  … “But Why?” you ask…  Some background information 
might be helpful. 

Who was St. Christopher, and why is the Lantern symbolic of him? 

Let’s start with an overview of the legend of St. Christopher.  According to the account, Christopher 
was initially named Reprobus.  He was a Canaanite, 5 cubits (7.5 feet) tall, with a fearsome face.  
While serving the king of Canaan, he took it into his head to go and serve “the greatest king there 
was”.  He went to the king who was reputed to be the greatest, but one day he saw the king cross 
himself at the mention of the devil.  On thus learning that the king feared the devil, he departed to 
look for the devil.  He came across a band of marauders, one of whom declared himself to be the 
devil, so Christopher decided to serve him.  However, when he saw his new master avoid a way-
side cross and found out that the devil feared Christ, he left him and enquired from people where to 
find Christ. 

He met a hermit who instructed him in the Christian faith.  Reprobus asked him how he could serve 
Christ.  When the hermit suggested fasting and prayer, Reprobus replied that he was unable to 
perform that service.  The hermit then suggested that because of his size and strength he could 
serve Christ by assisting people to cross a dangerous river, where they were perishing in the at-
tempt.  The hermit promised that this service would be pleasing to Christ. 

After Reprobus had performed this service for some time, a little child asked him to take him across 
the river.  During the crossing, the river became swollen and the child seemed as heavy as lead, 
so much so that he could scarcely carry him and found himself in great difficulty.  When he finally 
reached the other side, he said to the child: “You have put me in the greatest danger.  I do not 
think the whole world could have been as heavy on my shoulders as you were.”  The child replied: 
“You had on your shoulders not only the whole world but Him who made it.  I am Christ your king, 
whom you are serving by this work.”  The child then vanished.  Other legends state that St. Chris-
topher traveled after this experience and evangelized thousands of people.  St. Christopher was 
martyred around 250 AD. 

How did Reprobus become known as Christopher? 

Christopher literally means “Christ Bearer”.  Christopher is the English version of a Europe-wide 
name derived from the Greek Χριστόφορος (Christóforos).  The constituent parts are Χριστός 
(Christós), “Christ” or “Anointed”, and φέρειν (férein), “bear”: the “Christ-bearer”. 

So, Why is the Lantern a Symbol of St. Christopher? 

How did Reprobus become known as Christopher? 

Christopher literally means “Christ Bearer”.  Christopher is the English version of a Europe-wide name de-
rived from the Greek Χριστόφορος (Christóforos).  The constituent parts are Χριστός (Christós), “Christ” or 
“Anointed”, and φέρειν (férein), “bear”: the “Christ-bearer”. 



Fr. Peter cont.  

So, Why is the Lantern a Symbol of St. Christopher? 

Legend has it that the hermit who taught Reprobus about Christ gave him his own lantern to aid him in 
helping others to cross the dangerous river, even at night – so from that point on, Reprobus carried the lan-
tern whenever he helped anyone – hence not only becoming the Christ Bearer, but also the bearer of the 
Light of Christ!  St. Christopher is often depicted in art bearing a lamp or a lantern of one sort or another, or 
with a beam of light shining down upon him. 

So if you search online for churches named St. Christopher’s, particularly in the US and England, their par-
ish newsletters are more often than not called “The Lantern”, and their parish logos often incorporate a lan-
tern.  …and now you know! 

Here are a couple of examples from Episcopal Churches in Ohio and Florida: 

 
 

Why does it matter to us at St. Christopher’s? 

Actually, it fits perfectly!  We are called to follow the example of St. Christopher, helping those in need, 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ in the world around us, and bringing Christ to those who do not yet 
know Him.  As “Christophers”, we too are “Christ Bearers”, and carry the Light of Christ in a world filled 
with darkness.  Advent is the perfect time of year for us to remember the first verses of the Gospel accord-
ing to John: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (NRSV) 

May you be filled with the Light of Christ, 
Fr. Peter+ 

 

  



 

 

¿Qué Pasa Con Nuestro Nuevo Logotipo? 

El Ministerio de Bienvenida ha trabajado con un diseñador gráfico para desarrollar un 
nuevo logo para San Cristóbal.  Se ve ahora en nuestras nuevas tarjetas de visita, la re-
vista parroquial, el sitio Web, y el boletín de domingo.  Varios de ustedes han pregunta-
do:  “¿Por qué la linterna?”  Miren a su alrededor y lo encontrarán en dos vitrales en el 
santuario, el muro sur en la parte posterior de la iglesia y en nuestro estandarte.  ...  

“Pero ¿Por Qué?”, preguntan...  Algunos antecedentes podrían ser útiles. 

¿Quién era San Cristóbal?  ¿Y por qué es la Linterna un Símbolo de San Cristóbal? 

Empezaremos con la historia de su vida.  Según la leyenda, Cristóbal fue llamado inicialmente 
Reprobus.  Era un cananita de 5 codos de altura (unos 2.3 metros) y con una cara aterradora.  
Tras servir en el reino de Canaán, se le ocurrió ir a servir “al mayor rey que existiese”.  Fue a ser-
vir al rey que tenía la reputación de ser el más grandioso, pero un día vio que ese rey se santi-
guaba ante la mención del diablo.  Por ello supo que ese rey le tenía miedo al diablo, por lo que 
partió a buscar al diablo.  Él se topó con una banda de merodeadores y uno de ellos le declaró 
que era el diablo, de modo que Cristóbal decidió servirle.  Pero cuando él vio que su nuevo amo 
se apartaba de la cruz y se dio cuenta de que temía miedo de Cristo, él le dejó para preguntarle 
a la gente dónde estaba Cristo. 

Él conoció a un ermitaño que le instruyó en la fe cristiana.  Reprobus se preguntaba a sí mismo 
cómo podía servir a Cristo.  Cuando el ermitaño le sugirió que se fustigara y rezase, Cristóbal 
replicó diciendo que él no estaba dispuesto a realizar ese servicio.  El ermitaño le sugirió des-
pués que, a causa de su tamaño y de su fuerza, podría ayudar a Cristo ayudando a la gente a 
cruzar un peligroso río donde la gente perecía en el intento.  El ermitaño le prometió que ese ser-
vicio le complacería a Cristo. 

Cuando Reprobus ya había llevado a cabo ese servicio por un tiempo, un niño pequeño le pidió 
que le llevara a cruzar el río.  Durante la travesía, el río creció y el niño parecía tan pesado como 
el plomo, hasta tal punto que Reprobus apenas lo podía llevar y se encontraba con una gran difi-
cultad.  Cuando finalmente alcanzó el otro lado, le dijo al niño:  “Tú me has puesto en el mayor 
peligro.  No creo ni que el mundo entero sea tan pesado en mis hombros como lo has sido tú”.  Y 
el chico respondió:  “Tú no solo has tenido en tus hombros el peso del mundo, sino al hombre 
que lo creó.  Yo soy Cristo, tu rey, a quien tú has servido en este oficio”.  Posteriormente, el niño 
se desvaneció.  Otras leyendas dicen que San Cristóbal viajó después de esta experiencia y 
evangelizó miles de personas..  San Cristóbal fue martirizado cerca 250 AD, 

¿Cómo llegó Reprobus a ser conocido como Cristóbal? 

Cristóbal es un nombre propio masculino de origen griego en su variante en español.  Proviene 
del griego Χριστόφορος (Khristóphoros), que significa portador de Cristo, el que lleva a Cristo.  
Las partes del nombre son Χριστός (Khristós), “Cristo” o “Ungido”, y φέρειν (férein), “portar”:  el 
“portador de Cristo” 

Entonces, ¿Por qué es la Linterna un Símbolo de San Cristóbal? 

La leyenda dice que el ermitaño que enseñó a Reprobus acerca de Cristo le dio su propia linter-
na para ayudarlo a ayudar a otros a cruzar el peligroso río, incluso por la noche - de ahí en ade-
lante, Reprobus llevaba la linterna cada vez que ayudaba a alguien; convirtiéndose no solo en el 
Portador de Cristo, sino también al Portador de la Luz de Cristo.  San Cristóbal se representa a 
menudo en arte como uno que lleva una lámpara o una linterna de una clase u otra, o con un ra-
yo de luz que brilla sobre él. 



Así que si usted busca en línea para iglesias llamadas San Cristóbal, en particular en los EE.UU. e Inglate-
rra, sus revistas parroquianas frecuentemente se llaman “La Linterna” o “La Lámpara”, y sus logos parro-
quiales a menudo incorporan una linterna.  ... ¡y ahora ya saben! 

Aquí unos ejemplos de Iglesias Episcopales en Ohio y la Florida: 

 

 

¿Porque nos importa a nosotros en San Cristóbal? 

¡En realidad, encaja perfectamente!  Estamos llamados a seguir el ejemplo de San Cristóbal, ayudando a los 
necesitados, compartiendo las Buenas Nuevas de Jesucristo en el mundo que nos rodea, y llevando a Cristo 
a aquellos que aún no lo conocen.  Como “Cristóbales”, nosotros también somos “Portadores de Cristo” y 
llevamos la Luz de Cristo a un mundo lleno de tinieblas.  El Adviento es la época perfecta del año para que 
recordemos los primeros versículos del Evangelio según San Juan: 

“En el principio ya existía el Verbo, y el Verbo estaba con Dios, y el Verbo era Dios.  Él estaba con Dios 
en el principio.  Por medio de él todas las cosas fueron creadas; sin él, nada de lo creado llegó a existir.  
En él estaba la vida, y la vida era la luz de la humanidad.  Esta luz resplandece en las tinieblas, y las ti-
nieblas no han podido extinguirla.”  (NVI) 

Que se llenen de la Luz de Cristo, 
Padre Pedro+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Bargains  

Galore 

 

We have been very 

busy changing seasons in clothing and 

working through the holidays such as Hal-

loween and Thanksgiving followed quickly 

by Christmas.  Our sales had been lower 

than we had hoped for but we try to console 

ourselves with the idea of how much compe-

tition we have all around us.  The past two 

weeks we have done better so we are en-

couraged by the upward trend. 

We have received a high volume of dona-

tions and are working to find places to dis-

play all our merchandise.  Please stop by on 

Saturday mornings to see what you abso-

lutely must have in your possession.  Our 

Christmas selection is very impressive. 

Many thanks to all the Bargains Galore team 

for the hard work you have accomplished in 

your dedication to our ministry!  We have 

been blessed!  

Bonnie Franco 

LANDSCAPING 

The Junior Warden sprayed over 35 gallons 

of weed killer/pre-emergent along our perim-

eter walls.  Many weeds met their match but 

others have survived.  The intention is to hit 

the area again with a “season” specific 

spray and hope for better overall results. 

We have added a couple blue agave on the 
Peoria Ave side of the property.  Time will 
tell if they will be happy there.   
These particular  
locations have no irrigation. 
    Bonnie Franco 

JUNIOR WARDEN 

We have treated the Chapel area for termites 

and had the entire church campus checked by 

professionals to be certain there are no other 

affected areas. 

The commode in the Bernard building was filling 

too slowly.  A new filler valve was installed and 

all is well.   

The kitchen dishwasher was projecting error 

signals but de-scaling of the machine seems to 

have corrected the problem. 

The hinges on the carousel cabinet door in the 

kitchen were replaced and the unit is now work-

ing properly. 

The automatic closure on the Bernard building 

door was re-adjusted to close more readily. 

The Church Insurance Agency performed a 

safety inspection of our campus and offered 

some minor recommendations to improve our 

status.  The vestry will be studying this overall 

situation and its implementation for us.  

Al Franco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Table is set and there are gifts ga-

lore for friends and family that you can afford . 

Come Browse ! 



 

Thoughts from your  

Senior Warden 

Go therefore and make disciples of all  

nations, baptizing them in the name of the  

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.  And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.   

Matthew 28:19-20.  

 

The Invite Welcome Connect method at St. 
Christopher’s is alive and well.  The  
Neighborhood Cookout was a successful  
culmination of the first efforts of the callers 
who went out two by two to ring doorbells 
and  Invite our neighbors to the potluck. They 
handed out information to Welcome them to 
our services and future events happening at 
our parish.  It was a great way to Connect 
people in the neighborhood to our ministries 
and our friendly members just down the 
street.   
I have seen new people come in to visit at 
our services and have stayed with us be-
cause of our welcome and hospitality, and 
love for Jesus.  It works!  Please continue to 
invite your family, friends, and neighbors, the 
new people who just moved in on your 
street, and anyone you meet to come to the 
activities and services at St. Christopher’s.  
Our Christian fellowship will grow if each one 
of us spreads the Word.   

Diane Plein 

The Living With Loss Group  

Observed the Day of the Dead, a traditional 
Mexican holiday, on November 7th by praying 
for and remembering friends and family  
members who have died, and help support their  
spiritual journey and then sharing a simple 
soup lunch.   (see photo below) 

Living With Loss meets Mondays form 9:30am 
to 10:30am. Anyone dealing with a significant 
loss of any kind: loss of a job, loss of family, 
loss of a marriage, loss of health, loss of a pet, 
loss of mind and functioning (dementia) is  
welcome.  
 
For the last 2 1/2 years the  program  has  
provided practical strategies and approaches 
within the context of a supportive community.  
 
This Community of people have become part of  
St. Christopher’s .  They are  all not part of the  
Parish, but they now volunteer at events,  
contribute to our thrift store and attend our  
concerts.  
 

 



St. Christopher’s  

Men’s Club 

Men’s Club meets the third  

Saturday of each month for 

Morning prayer, (New Zealand Version). 

Breakfast, fellowship and a short business 

meeting.  All men are invited …  

encouraged to attend. For those able and  

willing we make sandwiches for UMOM after 

the meeting.  

 

January is the only month that we will meet 

on the second Saturday of 2017. 

 

Killy Balabanis 

 

CHRISTOPHER SINGERS   

Friday, December 9
th

 11:00AM  

St. Clements Adult Day Care. 15800 Del 

Webb Blvd, (a Christmas Sing) and  

Tuesday,  

December 13, 11AM at Lucy Ann’s, 16752 

N Greasewood St., Surprise.   

Come join us… 

 

 
 

ECUMENICAL  
CHRISTMAS 
HYMN SING   

 
Sunday,  

December 4, 4:00PM 
   

Using the Episcopal hymnal, attendees call 
out the # for their favorite Christmas hymn.  
The program will also feature the story of a 
mystery Christmas hymn composer, as we 
rest our vocal chords at the halfway point of 
the celebration. 
 
Another popular portion of the event will in-
clude “Name that Christmas Tune”!    
Following the Christmas Carol sing, all are 
invited to the parish hall for light  
refreshments.   
 
It is there we will sing select secular  
Christmas music, to complete the Christmas 
musical experience. 

 
LA DANZA   

 
Sunday  

December 4  
1:00PM 

 
come join in the fun.   

 

St. Christopher’s 

Electronic Giving Card 

  

Part of worship is giving back to God – with joy and 

gratitude – from all that we have received. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=episcopal+men%27s+club+logo&view=detailv2&&id=24A0A6BBCFE4A1F0B9A3AD927F5C299FC7CB533A&selectedIndex=0&ccid=sxtbsTW3&simid=608047287370452859&thid=OIP.Mb31b5bb135b71d135af6cc4df2100f15o0


 
 
Benevilla …an important resource for family members taking care of a loved one, and for 
people that are homebound. 
 
Founded by the community for the community in 1981, Benevilla is an ever-evolving nonprofit which 
seeks to weave a safety net for those who may be isolated and need assistance to maintain their 
independence and to control their destinies.   
 
By cultivating a caring community of neighbors helping neighbors, Benevilla is able to provide exten-
sive support for older adults, adults with intellectual disabilities, children, and the families who care 
for them through a variety of programs including:  
 

· Adult day programs, including Lucy Anne’s Place and Mary’s Place for memory care, Sun 
City Restorative for physical recovery (stroke, etc.), Peoria Day Center for general day 
needs, and Helping Partners for intellectually disabled adults 

· Home services for those who need help with the daily tasks of living but lack resources 
· Home-delivered meals 
· Information and referral services   
· Caregiver support groups  
· Wirtzie’s Preschool and Child Care  
· Family Resource Center:  Parenting classes and resources for families with children 5 and 

under  
· Grandparents Raising Grandchildren program 
· A variety of intergenerational programs bridging the gap between generations 
· Social gathering spots at Birt’s Bistro  
· Opportunities to volunteer and give back to the community  

 
Benevilla services are supported through donations from individuals, congregations, service clubs 
and corporations, and by the loving hearts and hands of nearly 1,000 volunteers.   These generous 
individuals and organizations ensure we can meet the needs of our community today and in the fu-
ture.   
 
Come… join us 
 



 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   

 

We collected 700 shoeboxes which filled 42 cartons. Only 55 of the shoeboxes were from our 
church and the bulk of those came from our second service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going to shoot for 1000 next year and do a lot more to get people involved.  

Our marvelous helpers were Bonnie Franco, Betty Roddy, Mona Guarino, Marilyn Hunter and her 
daughter Mary, Ana Martinez and Jo Hansen. What a blessing they are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On November 5th, the bookstore celebrated it's 10th anniversary. 
Our Bookstore continues to be open every Sunday before and be-
tween services and on Saturdays when Bargains Galore is open. 
We appreciate all the donations and purchases that contribute to 
our continued success.  

BOOKSTORE 

10 Year Anniversary! 



Thank you to all who participated in ringing 

doorbells to invite 111 neighbors around the 

church to our November 18th neighborhood 

cookout and other events here at  

St. Christopher's.. Those who walked and rang 

doorbells included: Killy & Charlyn Balabanis, 

Dave Cooley, Bonnie Franco, Marj Kassien, 

Leona Lindvall, Bill & Carol Masters, Beth May-

hew, Don McCune, Jane & George Meyers, Mi-

chael Moradian, Betty Roddy, Judy Schneider, 

Amy Schultz, and Frank  

Schlichting.  

 

About 65 to 70 members from both services, 

neighbors invited by doorbell ringers, shoppers 

at Bargains or the bookstore, and friends of St. 

Christopher's enjoyed great weather and better 

food. Thanks for all those who prepared and 

served the food, especially our chefs, Bill Mas-

ters, J.P. Harrison, and Gary Welsh. It was truly 

heartening to see all of us  

welcoming our neighbors and making them feel 

at home.  

 



  

Women’s Bible  

 
The ladies in our women’s Bible study are 
getting an answer to a very difficult question 
from St. Christopher’s resident expert  
Fr. Peter. 
 
The study of the book of Daniel has been  
difficult, but so very enlightening.  I’m not 
sure any of the ladies knew much about  
Eschatology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bible study is ecumenical and attracts 
from beyond the walls of St Christopher's  

 

H 

A 

P 

P 

Y 

B 

I 

R 

T 

H 

D 

A 

Y 

Katherine Craine 



 

 

WALK FOR UMOM 

 

St Christopher's contributed three hundred dol-
lars to UMOM's Walk at the Zoo to feed the hun-
gry. There were nine of us  , six  
children and three adults. In addition to the  
money we contributed at the walk a  
contribution from one of St Christopher's  
Parishioners added 80 dollars to the pot. It was 
great fun.  
 
We  made a sign   and were entertained by Star 
Wars characters, mascots from the Arizona 
sports teams and enjoyed complimentary coffee 
and muffins from Starbucks.  

Next year I hope more of us can enjoy the Zoo 
and help out UOM's effort to feed our hungry  
neighbors. 
 

We picked this event for fun and because  

St Christopher's feeds the hungry and homeless 
once a month in partnership with  UMOM 

 

 

 

Prepare your heart 
and life for the cel-
ebration of God's 
presence in this 

season of waiting with God Is With Us, a 
5‑week study of the lectionary readings 
for Advent and Christmas.  By following 
the lectionary, our Bible study and pray-
ers will be in tune with our Sunday ser-
mons.  You'll have a better understand-
ing of the flow of the Scripture readings 
chosen for the season. God Is With Us 
is based on the Revised Common Lec-
tionary (RCL).  The study includes com-
mentary and reflection on readings from 
the Old Testament, the Epistles, and the 
Gospels. It offers the opportunity to ex-
plore these Bible readings in a five-
session study.  Amy Schultz is leading  
this study.  If you are interested in join-
ing, please contact her or the office.  You 
can purchase the book from Amy who 
has ordered several books or through 
Amazon (remember if you set it up, 
St. Christopher's will receive .5% of the 
purchase price as a contribution!). 

The Advent Bible study meets in Middle-
ton Hall, and will be followed by a light 
soup supper.  Dates are Wednesdays 
Dec 7, 14, and 21; all sessions are at 
4:30pm. 

2016 Christmas Eve  

Services! 

6:00pm English 

8:00pm Spanish 

Join US. 



St Christopher's is now signed up to receive dollars from Amazon 

Smile. To change your charitable organization: 

Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone   

 browser.  

From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of 

 any page, and then select the option to Change your Charity. Or, from 

 your mobile browser, select Change your Charity from the options at 

the  bottom of the page.  

Select a new charitable organization to support.  

For more information about the Amazon Smile program, go to http://

smile.amazon.com/about. 

You should see something similar to:  

All pur-

chases made at smile.amazon.com, (not www.amazon.com or the mobile app,) gener-

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com/about
http://smile.amazon.com/about


Mark Sunday, December 18, on your calendars as Consecration Sunday, the day on which we 
gratefully acknowledge God’s blessings, and dedicate our commitments of Time, Talent and 
Treasure for the coming year. Look for packets of information in your folder in the mail cart. You 
can place your completed pledge cards in the offering plate any Sunday or bring it to the office at 
any time. All cards will be blessed at the combined Consecration Sunday Service.  
 
Your pledge is important because annual stewardship funds allow us to fulfill God’s call to us for 
our mission and ministry, keep the lights on, and to keep Father Peter around. With a written 
pledge, church leaders can budget for our mission and ministry in 2017 in a responsible way. In 
2016, annual stewardship pledges made up 82% of our annual operating budget. Additional ex-
penses beyond what is included in each year’s annual budget are either covered by withdrawing 
funds from our endowment or are deferred until next year. With healthy levels of pledging, we can 
undertake all the work we set out to accomplish and preserve our endowment, which enhances 
our ability to create a secure future for our beloved parish for generations to come. 
 
You may have heard that the Vestry has begun a process of discerning if 2017/2018 is the right 
time for a capital campaign for St. Christopher’s. This is a normal part of the life cycle of a congre-
gation. There are many capital improvements and deferred maintenance projects each year that 
the Vestry has put off too long due to lack of funds in the operating budget. We withdrew signifi-
cantly from our endowment several years ago when the congregation was in financial jeopardy 
and a capital campaign could help us to rebuild the endowment. Due to strong lay leadership, the 
blessing of Father Peter’s ministry and healthy growth in our congregation in recent years, the 
Vestry has decided to investigate if 2017 is the right time to undertake a capital campaign. The po-
tential of a capital campaign should NOT impact your 2017 pledge; if the Vestry decides to under-
take a capital campaign, fundraising would not begin until late 2017 at the earliest. Whether we 
are in a season of capital campaign giving or not, your annual stewardship pledge should AL-
WAYS be your giving priority because without your pledge, we cannot do God’s work in this world 
each day. 

Please contact Mona Guarino or Beth Mayhew if you have any questions about the 2017 steward-
ship drive. 

 



DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  

Angelo Cardella December 4 

Anna Van Scoter December 6 

Chamaka Anako December 7 

Diane Neverman December 8 

Bill Duvall December 12 

Janice Duran Crane December 16 

Shelly Chorak December 17 

Lisa Wolford December 17 

James Benson December 18 

Chris Anako December 20 

Gary Welsh December 20 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

David Cooley January 2 

Peter Fabre January 2 

Naarah Griswold January 7 

Frieda Spann January 9 

Louis Cario January 15 

Carol Masters January 17 

Doris Schoeben January 18 

Erick Aleman January 19 

Barbara Fabre January 19 

Nancy Bales January 22 

Johnny Eylicio January 23 

Joanne David January 26 

Gabriel Bustamante Diaz January 27 

Dudley Dickey January 30 

Clive Chancey January 31 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Carleen Daughters February 2 

Louis Gay February 3 

Doreen Rohrer February 4 

George Meyers February 6 

Frank Schlichting February 10 

Willie Harris February 13 

Rose Harris February 14 

 Linda Cecelia Boyce February 16 

Amy Schultz February 17 

Janet Cairo February 19 

Bonnie France February 20 

Betty Roddy February 22 

Rosemary Lynch February 25 



DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES None 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES  

Diane and Gene Plein January 15 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES  

Janet and Louis Cairo February 8 

Sue and Frank Schlichting February 10 

Carol and Bill Masters February 26 

Always check the on line and calendar in the bulletin for all the current happenings and any 

changes!   Thank you, 


